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Maine Memory Network: 
Content Through Collaboration 

• www.mainememory.net 
• 270 contributing 

organizations 
• 30,000 historical items 
• 100+ online exhibits 
• Community websites 
• Intro to ME history 
• Much more! 



How It Works 
MHS Provides:  

• Technical Infrastructure 
• Training and Support 
• Programmatic Opportunities 
 

Communities Provide:  
• Historic Items 
• Local Knowledge 
• Projects, Ideas, Energy, and Labor  





Standards 
•Images scanned at 40mb 

•Detailed catalog record 

•Date, title, description 

•All text documents 
transcribed 

•Ensures credibility of the site 
to the field, teachers, etc. 



Interpretive Opportunities 

• Online exhibits enable 
communities to tell 
stories 

• All activities supported 
by easy-to-use tools 

• Facilitates collaboration 
at multiple levels 



• What it is: 
 

– Collaborative, participatory, 
representative 

– Promotes engagement, 
standards, connections 

– Evolving 
 

• What it isn’t: 
 

– No individual contributions 
– No wiki, tagging, GIS, public 

commentary 
– Yet. 

 



HELP!!! 



Stakeholders 
Historical 

Organization 

Libraries Schools 



Maine Community Heritage 
Project 

• Program helps communities mobilize 
around their history 

• Designed to foster collaboration and 
make connections near and far 

• Projects different in every community 
depending on interests and capacity 

• 20 communities have built websites 



Which 21st Century Skills? 

• media literacy 
• critical thinking 
• collaboration 

• communications 
• problem solving 

• creativity 
• civic literacy 

• global awareness 
• technology 





Steps: Digitizing 

• Identify primary document 
 

• Study document/form questions 
 

• Conduct basic research: secondary reading, 
interviews 

 
• Write description of item 

 
• Fill in a cataloging worksheet 

 
• Digitize document 
 
• Review with teacher/mentor 







Transcriptions 



Skype 



Steps: Online Exhibit 
• Identify topic—based on class topic and/or local 

collections/initiatives 
 

• Preliminary research—archival research, primary 
documents, secondary reading, interviews 

 
• Analyze evidence, ask questions, draw conclusions 

 
• Make connections, craft thesis, provide evidence 

(primary documents), and storyboard exhibit 
 

• Write narrative, digitize documents, and construct 
exhibit 

 
• Present work—online and in the community 





The Brady Gang 





Skowhegan Grange 



Tear Down the Grange? 
Students: 

•Called the town 

•Wrote to the bank 

•Researched the Grange 

•Created an online exhibit 

•Presented their work to the 
community 

•Outcome: Grange still there 
(for the moment) 





Key Aspects 
Intergenerational 

•Adults provide access to collections, share information and 
stories, and mentor students 
•Students provide interest and energy, technology skills, and 
labor 
 

Students Engage Community 
•Local documents provide familiar frame of reference 
•Potential topics are diverse—from founding to economics to 
sports and hunting and fishing 
•Students connect with and find value in their community 
•Projects give them voice 
 

Learning is authentic 
 

Students are equal partners 



Project Planning = Essential 
• What are the primary teaching/learning goals for 

the project?  
 

• What experiences do you want participants to 
have? 
• Develop technology skills 
• Learn history content 
• Develop collaboration skills 
• Community participation/service 
 

• How much time will participants spend on their 
project?  A week?  A semester? A school year? 






	Local History, Technology, and 21st Century Skills
	Maine Memory Network:�Content Through Collaboration
	How It Works
	Slide Number 4
	Standards
	Interpretive Opportunities
	Slide Number 7
	HELP!!!
	Stakeholders
	Maine Community Heritage Project
	Which 21st Century Skills?
	Slide Number 12
	Steps: Digitizing
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Transcriptions
	Skype
	Steps: Online Exhibit
	Slide Number 19
	The Brady Gang
	Slide Number 21
	Skowhegan Grange
	Tear Down the Grange?
	Slide Number 24
	Key Aspects
	Project Planning = Essential
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28

