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Content Through Collaboration
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e WWW.mainememory.net

e 270 contributing
organizations

e 30,000 historical items
e 100+ online exhibits

« Community websites
* Intro to ME history
 Much more!




How It Works

MHS Provides:
Technical Infrastructure
Training and Support
Programmatic Opportunities

Communities Provide:
Historic ltems
_ocal Knowledge
Projects, ldeas, Energy, and Labor
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York Manufacturing Company Workers, Saco, ca. 1900
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Purchase a reproduction cof this item on VintageMainelmages.com.

Description

York Manufacturing Company was built on Saco Island in 1831, after another textile mill had burned down. York
Manufacturing milled cotton goods and in 1839 was operating three mills with 1,000 workers. In 1930 York
Manufacturing was sold to New England Industries and became known as the York Division of Bates Manufacturing.
In 1958 the factory was shut down.

Go back
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=8 oo *Ensures crediblility of the site
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Other Information
Title: York Manufac!
Creation Date:
Subject Date: circa 1900
Town:

Local Name: Fac
County: York

State: ME

Media: Photogr:
Dimensions (cm)
Local Code: 1

Object Type:

For more information about this item, contact:

co Museum
ME 04072




Interpretive Opportunities

e Online exhibits enable
communities to tell
stories

 All activities supported
by easy-to-use tools

e Facilitates collaboration
at multiple levels




e Whatitis:

— Collaborative, participatory,
representative

— Promotes engagement,
standards, connections

— Evolving

e What it isn't:

— No individual contributions

— No wiki, tagging, GIS, public
commentary

— Yet.
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Stakeholders




Maine Community Heritage
Project

Program helps communities mobilize
around their history

Designed to foster collaboration and
make connections near and far

Projects different in every community
depending on interests and capacity

20 communities have built websites



Which 21st Century Skills?

 media literacy
e critical thinking
 collaboration
e communications
e problem solving
o creativity
 civic literacy
* global awareness
e technology

CASE STUDY:

Maine Memory Network







Steps: Digitizing

|dentify primary document
Study document/form questions

Conduct basic research: secondary reading,
Interviews

Write description of item
Fill in a cataloging worksheet
Digitize document

Review with teacher/mentor
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Elise Fellows White, Skowhegan, ca. 1910

Contributed by Skowhegan History House

AR 2T G . T T 4 7 7
@ Elouniiegan Hison House

Item 11776 | enlarge | zoom add to album | share what vol
Description

Skowhegan native Elise Fellows White (1874-1953) dressed for a ps

White studied violin in Maine, Beston, and Europe. She performed f
North America and Canada.

Other Information

Description

Skowhegan native Elise Fellows White (1874-1953) dressed for a performance.

White studied violin in Maine, Boston, and Europe. She performed for many years on the concert stage in Europe,
MNorth America and Canada.

Other Information

Title: Elise Fellows White, Skowhegan, ca. 1910
Creation Date: circa 1510

Subject Date: circa 1910

Town: Skowhegan

County: Somerset

State: ME

Media: Black and white print

Dimensions (cm): 25 x 19

Local Code: 900_usms_hh_efw_lIg

Object Type: Image

Title: Elise Fellows White, Skowhegan, ca. 1910
Creation Date: circa 1910

Subject Date: circa 1910

Town: Skowhegan

County: Somerset

State: ME

Media: Black and white print

Dimensions (cm}): 25 x 19

Local Code: 900_usms_hh_efw_lg

Object Type: Image

For more information about this item, contact:

Skowhegan History House

66 Elm Street, PO Box 832, Skowhegan, ME 04976
(207) 474-6632
http://skowhegan.com/historyhouse/
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Steps: Online Exhibit

|dentify topic—based on class topic and/or local
collections/initiatives

Preliminary research—archival research, primary
documents, secondary reading, interviews

Analyze evidence, ask questions, draw conclusions

Make connections, craft thesis, provide evidence
(primary documents), and storyboard exhibit

Write narrative, digitize documents, and construct
exhibit

Present work—online and in the community
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Skowhegan Grange




Tear Down the Grange?

Students:

«Called the town

*\Wrote to the bank
*Researched the Grange
«Created an online exhibit

Presented their work to the
community

*Qutcome: Grange still there
(for the moment)
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Key Aspects

Intergenerational
*Adults provide access to collections, share information and
stories, and mentor students
«Students provide interest and energy, technology skills, and
labor

Students Engage Community
sLocal documents provide familiar frame of reference
*Potential topics are diverse—from founding to economics to
sports and hunting and fishing
«Students connect with and find value in their community
*Projects give them voice

Learning is authentic

Students are equal partners



Project Planning = Essential

e What are the primary teaching/learning goals for
the project?

e What experiences do you want participants to
have?

e Develop technology skills

e Learn history content

e Develop collaboration skills

e Community participation/service

e How much time will participants spend on their
project? A week? A semester? A school year?



MHS —21" Century Skills
Goals Worksheet:
Using Local History to Build Library Capacity

Maine Memory Network provides diverse opportunities for libraries to serve patrons, engage and support
their communities, develop technology skills, and to achieve strategic goals. As your library considers its
goals for doing more with local history, rate the importance of the following outcomes:

(1 is highest priority; 5 is lower priority)

1 2 3 4 5

Internal Capacity
Develop staff technology skills

Develop reference knowledge and capacity

Maximize use of library facility and resources

Demonstrate new roles library can play in community

Patron Resources and Services
Expand digital resources available to patrons

Expand physical resources available to patrons (books, exhibits)

Expand public programs

Community Engagement
Deepen local partnerships with schools, historical societies, others

Support organizations and initiatives in the community

Foster community conversation and engagement

Expand library’s role as convener and facilitator

Local History
Increase access to local historical collections

Increase access to information about community’s history

Increase reference staff’s knowledge of local history and resources

Serve as a jumping off point for local history

Help patrons engage and learn about community’s history

Support and direct patrons to local historical society
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Resources

©On this page: Apolications & Administration | G History | Project Planning: Organizations & Communities | Digitizing &
Preparing Collections for Maine Memory Metwork | Maine Memory Network Online Tools | Teacher & Student Resources

Here, you will find all of Maine Memory Network's administrative, instructional, technical, and content-based
resources broken down into their respective categories. Most items are downloadable PDF documents; in a few cases,
files are also available as Word documents. Some items are links to other pages within Maine Memory or are available
as training videos.

Applications & Administration
Application forms and other administrative content for participating in MMN at the individual, organization, or team
level

« Contributing Partners' application * MMN registration (individual accounts}

= Grant opportunities s My Account profile
s Skills Workshops registration = Contributing Partners' Agreement (PDF)

Good History

Resources to support thoughtful, well-researched, concise, and lively historical content

Doing Good Histery: Brainsterming and Storyboarding (PDF
Narrowing Topics for Local Histery Projects Source Citation (PDF)
[PDF

Oral History Guidelines (PDF)

Writing Good History (PDF
__ Preservation Guidelines for Collections (PDF}
Writing for the Web (PDF
How to Handle Historic Items (PDF}

Conducting a Community Inventery (PDF}
The Basics of Online Exhibits (PDF

Project Planning: Organizations & Communities

Everything your organization or team needs to know to plan and execute your local history project

Pre-Project Planning Guide (PDF} Work Plan Worksheet (PDF
MMMN Basic Project Planning Guide (PDF} Building Community Engagement (PDF}
Identifying and Working with Partners (PDF) Budget Planning and Samples (PDF}

Team Member Roles and Responsibilities MCHP Calendar (PDF
(PDF)
Roles and Responsibilities Worksheet (PDF)

Digitizing & Preparing Collections for Maine Memory Network

All guidelines, instructions, and forms related to digitizing and cataloging material prior to uploading it to MMM

Contributing Partners' Manual (PDF) Photography Standards & Instructions (PDF)

Contribution Guidelines Cataleging Instructicns (PDE
Item Selection Guidelines Cataloging Instructions (VIDEO
Copyright Information (Elash plug-in required)
Equipment Specifications Blank Cataloging Worksheet (Word DOC
Scanning Standards Blank Cataloging Worksheet (PDF’
Scanning Instructions (VIDEQ) Annotated Cataleging Worksheet (PDF}
(Flash plug-in required} Transcription Guidelines (PDF}

Browse Tool Categories (PDF}
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