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IMLS American Rescue Plan Act Legislation

“There is appropriated to the Institute of Museum and 
Library Services for fiscal year 2021, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, $200,000,000, to 
remain available until expended, for necessary expenses to 
carry out museum and library services. The Director of the 
Institute of Museum and Library Services shall award not 
less than 89 percent of such funds to State library 
administrative agencies by applying the formula in section 
221(b) of the Museum and Library Services Act”

H.R.1319 - American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (ARPA)



ARPA Program Goals and Objectives

 This grant program has two program goals and three 
objectives associated with each goal. Each applicant 
should align their proposed project with one of these 
two goals and one or more of the associated objectives.



ARPA Program Goals and Objectives

 Goal 1: Strengthen the institutional capacity 
of museums, libraries, and related 
organizations to respond to community needs 
quickly, effectively, efficiently, and responsibly. 
 Objective 1: Advance digital inclusion
 Objective 2: Support staff positions
 Objective 3: Build community partnerships



ARPA Program Goals and Objectives

 Goal 2: Increase the ability of museums, 
libraries, and related organizations to deliver 
programs and services that contribute to the 
well-being of families, groups, and individuals 
of all cultural and socioeconomic backgrounds. 
 Objective 1: Creation and delivery of programs and 

exhibits
 Objective 2: Provide trusted spaces for community 

engagement
 Objective 3: Collect, preserve, manage, and interpret 

materials representing all aspects of the pandemic.



ARPA Program Goals and Objectives

 The most competitive proposals will be 
framed as responses to needs of the 
community or a target audience—and will 
provide data-based evidence of how those 
needs were identified as resulting from or 
exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 Projects may continue, enhance, or expand 
existing programs and services, or they may 
launch new ones to address those needs.



Performance Measures

New Requirement: Each applicant is asked to describe 
how they will monitor and assess their performance in 
carrying out their project using two measures for this 
program:
 Quality: How well the activities meet the 

requirements and expectations of the target group
 Timeliness: The extent to which each task/activity 

is completed within the timeframe proposed

NEW



Performance Measures

 One page Performance Measurement Plan
 Identify what data you will collect from 

what source, the method you will use to 
collect it, and according to what 
schedule

See link to an optional fillable chart 
provided in the NOFO to assist in 
preparing this required attachment. 



Important Dates and Times 

Applications are due by 11:59 pm EST 
on Monday, June 28, 2021.

 Awards will be announced in October 2021.

 Projects must start November 1, 2021 and may 
only be one year in length.



How much and how many?

HOW MUCH?
$10,000-$50,000 from IMLS
with 1:1 cost share required

HOW MANY APPLICATIONS?
There is a limit of 1 application per eligible 
organization.



Allowable/Unallowable Costs

http://tinyurl.com/yd7gq9bp



Allowable Costs
Examples of allowable costs
 personnel salaries, wages, and fringe benefits 
 travel expenses for key project staff and consultants 
 materials, supplies, software, and equipment related directly to project activities 
 adaptive and/or assistive technologies and other resources and services to improve 

accessibility for persons with disabilities 
 equipment to improve collections storage and exhibit environments 
 third-party costs 
 publication design and printing 
 program evaluation 
 staff and volunteer training 
 internships/fellowships 
 indirect or overhead costs



Unallowable Costs

Examples of unallowable costs
 general fundraising costs, such as development office staff or other staff 

time devoted to general fundraising
 contributions to endowments
 general operating support
 acquisition of collections
 general advertising or public relations costs for general promotional activities
 construction or renovation of facilities
 social activities, ceremonies, receptions, or entertainment
 research projects



Application Components: Required Documents

These components are required of all applications. 
 Application for Federal Assistance/Short Organizational Form (SF-424S)
 IMLS Supplementary Information Form (including Abstract)
 IMLS Program Information Form
 Organizational Profile (1 page)
 Narrative (3 pages max.)
 Performance Measurement Plan (1 page max)
 Schedule of Completion (1 page max)
 IMLS Budget Form
 Budget Justification
 Resume of Project Director (2 pages max)



Conditionally Required Documents

These components are required of some applications. 

 Proof of Private, Nonprofit Status
 Proof of Eligibility (for Nonprofit Organizations that Primarily 

Serve and Represent Native Hawaiians)
 Final Federally Negotiated Indirect Cost Rate Agreement
 Digital Products Plan (two pages max.)

IMPORTANT: The term “digital product” includes (1) 
digitized and born-digital content, resources, or 
assets; (2) software; and (3) research data. 



Narrative: Project Justification

 Which program goal and associated objective(s) of the IMLS 
American Rescue Plan grant program will your project address

 What need, problem, or challenge will your project address, and 
how did you identify it? Describe how you have used 
demographic information, economic conditions, and other 
relevant data from reliable sources to define the need, problem, 
or challenge and develop the scope for the project.  

 Who will be served by your project in the short- and/or long-term? 



Narrative: Project Work Plan

 What specific activities will you carry out?
 Who will plan, implement, and manage your project?
 How will you track your progress toward achieving your 

intended results?



Narrative: Project Results

 What are your project’s intended results?
 How will your project help with recovery 

from the COVID-19 pandemic?
 Tip: Be sure to consider the Review 

Criteria as you write your narrative; see 
Section E1 in the NOFO.



Application Tips

Check your registrations and know your usernames and passwords.

 D-U-N-S® Number 
(www.dnb.com)

 System for Award 
Management (www.sam.gov)

 Grants.gov (www.grants.gov)

You need all three. SAM.gov expires every 
year. Grants.gov passwords expire every 
60 days. Grants.gov accounts are 
deactivated after 365 days of inactivity. 

http://www.dnb.com/
http://www.sam.gov/
http://www.grants.gov/


Application Tips

IMPORTANT TO KNOW: We can make grants only to eligible applicants that 
submit complete applications, including attachments, on or before the deadline. 
So…
 Start today.
 Become familiar with Grants.gov Workspace. See 

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/workspace-overview.html 
 Avoid generalities, acronyms, and jargon. 
 Check your spelling, grammar, and math.
 Be sure your application is complete.
 Make sure all application components are in the proper format and follow the correct naming 

conventions.
 Submit to Grants.gov early if at all possible so you can correct any errors.

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/workspace-overview.html


IMLS Contacts

Cyndee Landrum
Deputy Director of Library 
Services
IMLS Office of Library Services
clandrum@imls.gov 

Christopher Reich
Acting Deputy Director of 
Museum Services and Chief 
Administrator
IMLS Office of Museum 
Services
creich@imls.gov



Credit
This presentation text is a work of the U.S. Government and its contents 
are in the public domain. Images in this presentation are used with 
permission of the source noted, unless otherwise indicated. If you reuse 
our work, please acknowledge IMLS as the source.
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