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Share Your Story Idea Starters
Finalists for the National Medal for Museum and Library Service are selected because of their significant and exceptional contributions to their communities. Your institution has demonstrated extraordinary and innovative approaches to public service, surpassing the expected levels of community outreach and involvement. We want to hear about it firsthand and are encouraging community members across the country to “Share Your Story!” 
For the first time, IMLS is encouraging local community members who have visited finalist institutions to share their stories – highlighting the ways museums and libraries have made a difference in their lives – by posting on IMLS’s Facebook page – www.facebook.com/USIMLS. There are a number of different ways you can encourage your community to share their stories. Below are some idea starters: 
At Finalist Institution
· Develop flier for community members encouraging them to Share Your Story
· Post Share Your Story information on community bulletin boards or calendars; hand out as visitors come and go, slip into books, etc.
· Create a bookmark or magnet encouraging visitors to Share Your Story.
· Offer an on-site demonstration to show community members how simple and easy it is to Share Your Story.
· Take photos at events and programs – work with community member to upload to IMLS’s Facebook page.
· Host a Facebook competition or provide incentives to community members for participating.
Digital Initiatives
· Post National Medal Finalist graphic on homepage of institution website. Include short write up underneath graphic encouraging visitors to share their story about experiences.

· Include call to action in “owned” media – from website to institution Facebook page, e-blast, e-newsletter, etc.

· Advantage local community leaders – invite the mayor or town councilmember to share their story about museum or library. Their followers will see they’ve posted to IMLS’s Facebook page and consider sharing their own experiences.

· Engage with visitors digitally after visit – encourage them to Share Your Story.
