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CONFLICT OF INTEREST STATEMENT

As a reviewer or panelist for the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS), you may receive a
grant application for review that could present a conflict of interest. Such a conflict could arise if you
are involved with the applicant institution, or in the project described in the application, as a paid
consultant or through other financial involvement. The same restrictions apply if your spouse or minor
child is involved with the applicant institution or if the application is presented on behalf of an
institution with which you, your spouse or minor child is negotiating for future employment.

A present financial interest is not the only basis for conflict of interest. Through prior association as an
employee or officer, you may have gained knowledge of the applicant that would preclude objective
review of its application. Past employment (generally more than five years) does not by itself disqualify
a reviewer so long as the circumstances of your association permit you to perform an objective review
of the application. If you believe you may have a conflict of interest with any application assigned to you
for review, please notify us immediately.

You may still serve as a reviewer even if your institution is an applicant in this grant cycle or you were
involved in an application submitted in this grant cycle, as long as you do not review any application
submitted by your own institution or any application in which you were involved. However, if you
believe that these or any other existing circumstances may compromise your objectivity as a reviewer,
please notify us immediately.

If an application presents no conflict of interest at the time you review it, a conflict of interest may still
develop later on. Once you have reviewed an application, you should never represent the applicant in
dealings with IMLS or another Federal agency concerning the application, or any grant that may result
from it.

It is not appropriate, for your purposes or for the purposes of the institutions or organizations you
represent, for you to make specific use of confidential information derived from individual applications
that you read while you were serving as an IMLS reviewer. In addition, pending applications are
confidential. Accordingly, you must obtain approval from IMLS before sharing any proposal information
with anyone, whether for the purpose of obtaining expert advice on technical aspects of an application
or for any reason.

If you have any questions regarding conflict of interest, either in relation to a specific application or in
general, please contact the IMLS program officer who is coordinating the review process.

CERTIFICATION

| have reviewed the Conflict of Interest Statement above. To the best of my knowledge, | have no
conflict of interest that would preclude my service to the Institute of Museum and Library Services.

Name (Printed) Signature Date



