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February 6, 2014

Dear Colleague,

The Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) is celebrating the 20th anniversary of the National Medal for Museum and Library Service this year. I want to congratulate your institution as a past winner.
It is our hope that you will join us in the celebration of this milestone. The National Medal is the nation’s highest honor for museums and libraries that make significant and exceptional contributions to their communities. With only 132 other past recipients, you are a part of an elite group.

One of the ways we’d like to collaborate is through our National Medal Facebook initiative, Share Your Story, which recognizes the National Medal finalists each year and tells the personal stories of community members who have benefitted from these institutions’ services. To commemorate the 20th anniversary, this year, we would like to invite you to tell your story on our page as a past medal recipient.

If your institution would like to participate in the anniversary observance, please provide the following by February 12 via an e-mail to Adrienne Lee, alee@susandavis.com, with our PR partner Susan Davis International (SDI):

1. answers to the following questions: 

0. Please provide specific examples of how your National Medal for Museum and Library Service helped raise your organization’s profile in your community.
0. Did your National Medal help strengthen your ties with or mayor or other local or national elected officials?  If so please explain.
0. Did your National Medal benefit your organization financially, e.g., capital campaign, fundraising, grants, etc.  If so please explain.
0. Please describe other positive outcomes from the National Medal  for your organization and your community.

1. a photo which highlights your institution’s success in serving its community. The photo can be from a current program at your institution, your Washington award celebration, or your community celebration. Please send a caption with names and a description of any action and credit information you would like us to use.

1. a signed IMLS release form, which we will need in order to feature your photo.

We will follow up with more details and will provide you with sample social media messages, a commemorative 20th anniversary National Medals logo graphic for your website, and other materials.

We hope you feel as we do, that this past distinction is one that your institution and community should revisit with pride. We look forward to celebrating together.

With appreciation for all that you do,
[image: signature]
Susan H. Hildreth, Director
Institute of Museum and Library Services
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