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2015 National Medal for Museum and Library Service Winners
Media Relations Strategy
(Note: May 8 Ceremony Date is unconfirmed)

· National Press Release announcing 2015 recipients of the National Medal for Museum and Library Service. Lists all 10 recipients, with soft mention of May 8 celebration in Washington, D.C. SDI to distribute to national and Washington-based media contacts Tuesday, April 21. SDI will also distribute to key professional organizations and associations. 

· Recipient-Specific Press Releases (10 in total) sharing stories of 2015 winners, including quote from institution director/president, highlighting community member. Includes soft mention of May 8 celebration in Washington, D.C. SDI to send to recipient-centric media consisting of local, state, and if applicable, regional media outlets Tuesday, April 21. SDI to also distribute to key professional organizations and associations. Recipients can distribute and share news widely with community, media contacts, and more.

· Op-Eds (optional), SDI to work with winners interested in drafting an op-ed signed by prominent community members that highlights National Medal and contributions of winning institution. Will pitch to recipient’s top daily newspaper. Institutions to finalize for submission on or before April 6. 

· Media Advisory announcing guest of honor at ceremony. Includes details about media access.  

· National Day-Of Press Release announcing that today 10 exceptional libraries and museums will receive the National Medal for Museum and Library Service during a ceremony. If possible, it will incorporate a quote from guest of honor, community member story, and congressional quotes. Distribution date May 8.

· Recipient Specific Day-Of Press Releases customized for each recipient in collaboration with institutions. Ten in total. Incorporates quote from guest of honor. Includes congratulatory quote(s) from Members of Congress. Distribute May 8. 

· Recipient Day-After Photo Releases customized for each recipient with captions created by SDI (10 in total). SDI to distribute to local, state, and regional media contacts and recipient institutions the day after the ceremony. 


Timeline
April 21: Embargo lifted, distribute national and recipient press releases. Green light to communicate news within your communities.
April 6: Begin pitching customized op-eds to recipients’ top daily newspaper.
May 2: Distribute media advisory with coverage details about May 8 celebration. 
May 8: Distribute national day-of press release; recipient day-of press releases.
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