
Grant Award Communications
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Overview

• Acknowledging IMLS/Communications
• Social Media 
• State Profiles
• State Program Report (SPR)



Acknowledging IMLS

• It is required
• Grantee Communication Kit: 

https://www.imls.gov/grants/grant-recipients/
grantee-communications-kit

• Empower your subrecipients as 
well *Notably: conference presentations 
(use logo, statements on opening/closing 
slides, attendee post-attendance reports)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Acknowledging IMLS is required of the State Library Administrative Agencies and their subgrantees for any projects that use IMLS funds.  There are logos, tag lines, and guidelines in the Grantee Communication Kit, and we ask that you please share this link with your grantees. 


https://www.imls.gov/grants/grant-recipients/grantee-communications-kit
https://www.imls.gov/grants/grant-recipients/grantee-communications-kit


Acknowledging IMLS, continued

• Minimum acknowledgement: “Institute of Museum and Library 
Services”

• Consider: “federal” funds
• Optional: “LSTA” or state library references

Presenter
Presentation Notes
At a minimum, we’d like to see a reference to the “Institute of Museum and Library Services,” whether through a logo or text.  It’s also helpful to specify that the funds are from a federal source.  In the past, the example tag line in the grant award guidance made reference to the Library Services and Technology Act, but that makes for a very long credit line, especially for those who also reference the state library.  Ultimately, we just want to see “Institute of Museum and Library Services” referenced somewhere.  In addition to being a requirement, it helps us keep track of your good work in the field.  When we run searches on news sources and web-based materials, it will ensure that your projects come to our attention, and that we, in turn, have the opportunity to highlight them in materials.




Attribution on Real Property

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Don’t forget attribution on physical property!
Here are two examples: Alabama’s sticker for ARPA-funded equipment. 
Bookmobile and vehicle reminders: Here is an example from Rhode Island: the Warwick Public Library’s Pop-Up Library van.




Ways to Use Social Media

• #IMLSgrant (across social media 
platforms)

• Instagram: https://www.instagra
m.com/us_imls/

• Don’t forget to “@” us!
• Facebook: @Institute of Museum and 

Library Services 
• X (formerly Twitter): @US_IMLS

• Capture social media content for 
SPR reporting

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In addition to using the #IMLSgrant hashtag and mentioning IMLS, you can capture social media content for SPR reporting. 



http://Inhttps:/www.instagram.com/us_imls/
http://Inhttps:/www.instagram.com/us_imls/


State Profile Page

• State Librarian quotes and headshots
• SPR project highlights and photos
• Five-Year Plans and Evaluations

• Links to full PDFs
• Abridged Plan Highlights

• Curated IMLS state-specific content
• State Details Dashboard, drawing from SPR data

https://www.imls.gov/grants/grants-state/state-profiles

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The state profile pages on the IMLS website include contact information and highlights from your LSTA-funded work.  If you notice that information needs to be updated, please contact your Program Officer. 

https://www.imls.gov/grants/grants-state/state-profiles


        

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here are some sample state profile pages, including from top left to right: 

Five-Year Plan highlights: LA

A chief quote and headshot: OR

Project examples and photos: CT





The “Public View” of the SPR

• URL: https://imls-spr.imls.gov/Public
• Contains SPR submissions from 2014 onward
• SPR elements not in the Public View:

• Budget detail
• Additional materials

https://imls-spr.imls.gov/Public


SPR = Communications

• Public View expands the 
potential audience of SPR 
material
• IMLS
• Library Field
• General Public (including 

elected officials)
• Consider these audiences 

when writing/reviewing your 
SPR

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What was once a report that was only viewed by your Program Officer is now viewed by a number of public audiences.

Additionally, since your SPR projects now live in a public-facing environment, you have the ability to provide URLs to share project detail with your stakeholders. 



SPR Public - “View Summaries”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A “hidden gem” of the public view of the SPR is a top-level summary of each state’s SPR data. This summary view provides you with a way to quickly review the work your state has done across several years, covering data elements like total number of projects, LSTA compared to Match funds, and which focal areas were covered by your projects. Something else that appears in the summary view is Subaward Info. 



SPR: Subaward Info

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There’s a lesser-known area of the SPR, entitled “Subaward Info,” where you are able to enter unique information about your subgranting process that goes beyond the type of reporting you have to do for funded projects. Not only is it illuminating for us at IMLS, but the hope is that it can give you a helpful picture of your subaward activity, especially over the years. Another unique element to the Subaward Information section of the SPR is that it doesn’t get locked for editing once the grant year is over, unlike the formal report. So if you’re just now learning of this section of the SPR, feel free to enter this information retroactively!



SPR: What Does It Mean to Be “Exemplary”?

• Any aspect of a project that you feel deserves 
recognition or attention

• Helps communicate to your Program Officer which 
projects are worth emphasizing to various IMLS 
and external stakeholders

• Becomes a search filter in the Public View (SPR)
• It does not:

• Suggest the project is perfect
• Expose the project to undue scrutiny



If you have questions…

Call or email the Grants to States contacts 
in the Manual on the IMLS website.

https://www.imls.gov/grants/grant-programs/grants-states/grants-states-manual

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Please contact us with questions!

https://www.imls.gov/grants/grant-programs/grants-states/grants-states-manual
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