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IMLS Library Survey Collections

• State Library Administrative Agency (SLAA) Survey
• Public Libraries Survey (PLS)

Library Data Collections

• Long-term data collections
• Developed and implemented in collaboration with the states
• Data are highly valued by the states
• Voluntary, response rates > 96%

Common features of both collections



State Library 
Administrative 
Agency (SLAA) 
Survey



Why is the SLAA Survey 
Important?

Serve as the 
definite source of 

information on 
SLAAs

Demonstrate work 
of SLAAs, including 

the often-hidden 
work you do

Provide snapshot 
for any FY

Ability to evaluate 
trends over time

Study how SLAAs 
adapt to changing 

circumstances

See what other 
SLAAs are doing 

and share 
accomplishments



FY 2024 SLAA Survey Cycle Milestones

Milestone Status

AIR collects data Complete

IMLS reviews data for release September – October 2025

IMLS releases data and updates SLAA 
Comparison Tool November 2025

Release research report January 2026



SLAA Survey Research and Online Data Tool

https://www.imls.gov/slaa-survey-comparison-tool

https://www.imls.gov/slaa-survey-comparison-tool
https://www.imls.gov/slaa-survey-comparison-tool
https://www.imls.gov/slaa-survey-comparison-tool
https://www.imls.gov/slaa-survey-comparison-tool
https://www.imls.gov/slaa-survey-comparison-tool
https://www.imls.gov/slaa-survey-comparison-tool
https://www.imls.gov/slaa-survey-comparison-tool
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SLAA Comparison Tool



Snapshot Overview
• Allied Operations
• Financial Health
• Workforce
• Collections 
• Library 

Development 
Transactions

SLAA Comparison Tool
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Both Charts and Tables Available
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SLAA Comparison Tool



Operational Assistance and Coordination/ 
Integration

SLAA Comparison Tool



Program Assistance
SLAA Comparison Tool



Consulting Services
SLAA Comparison Tool



Digital Services and Emerging Technologies



Public Libraries 
Survey (PLS)



CY FY23 PLS FY24 PLS FY25 PLS FY26 PLS FY27 PLS

2025
Jan

Dec

FY23 data files 
released in 
August 2025

Draft FY22/FY23 
research and LSWG 
review

FY24 PLS collection open 
Jan – Aug 2025

AIR begins post-processing 
Sept 2025 and submits 
RUD in December 2025

FY25 OMB Package and 
survey prepration—N/A

States start collecting 
FY25 data

• State ballot approves 
FY26 change process 
in September

• AIR releases FY26 
specs in Fall 2025 Start discussion on FY27 

concept proposals

2026
Jan

Dec

FY23 research released 
early 2026

FY24 PLS data files 
released late Spring 2026

Draft FY24 research

SDC Meeting Jan 2026 

SDCs start reporting FY25 
PLS collection Jan – Aug 
2026

FY26 OMB Package and 
preparation

States collect FY26 data

• Discussion on FY27 
concept proposals with 
SDCs and LSWG

• State ballot approves 
FY27 changes 

• AIR releases FY27 
specs in Fall 2026

2027
Jan

Dec

-- Release FY24 research 
early 2027

FY25 PLS data files 
released early summer 
2027

Draft FY25 research

SDC Meeting Jan 2027

SDCs start reporting 
FY26 PLS Jan – Aug 
2027

FY27 OMB Package and 
preparation

States collect FY27 data

2028
Jan

Dec

-- -- Release FY25 research 
early 2028

FY26 PLS data files 
released early summer 
2028

SDC Meeting Jan 2028

SDCs start reporting FY27 
PLS Jan – Aug 2028

September



Recent PLS Research

• FY 2021 PLS COVID Research Brief (April 
2024)

• PLS Methodology Brief (June 2024)
• FY 2021 PLS COVID State Report and Profiles 

(January 2025)



Trends in Library Visits: 2008-2023
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Physical Material Circulation PP E-Material Circulation PP
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PLS Data Tools



Using the Public Library Search 
and Compare Tool

IMLS'S 
LIBRARY SEARCH AND COMPARE TOOL

WWW.IMLS.GOV/SEARCH-COMPARE

http://www.imls.gov/search-compare
http://www.imls.gov/search-compare
http://www.imls.gov/search-compare


Library Search and Compare: Searching on the Main Page



Use filters to explore and/or 
narrow down search



You may use filters to explore and/or 
narrow down search



Adjust range with sliders

40



Library Search and Compare - Map



Library Search and Compare – Explore Data



Library Search and Compare – Sort and Download Data

Sort Download



Library Search and Compare – Library Detail Page



Library Trends
Library Search and Compare – Branches and Trends



Programs and ServicesRevenues, Expenditures, and Staff Library Collections

Library Search and Compare – Printable PDFs



PLS Benchmarking Tables – State and 
National Estimates



PLS Benchmarking Tables



PLS Benchmarking Tables: National, State and Population 
Size

49



More to Come from ORE in FY26

• Child Literacy research
• Library and Museum infrastructure conditions 

study
• National Museum Survey findings and data 

portal
• PLS and SLAA Survey research reports and 

updated online tools



Q&A and Thank You!

“The question is not what you look at, but what you see.” 
– Henry David Thoreau
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