
Webinar for Potential
Peer Reviewers

Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS)



Who We Are & What We Do



Grant Application Review Process

Steps for Grant Application Review

Grant applications submitted through Grants.gov

Program staff review and organize applications

Program staff reach out to museum, library, and archives professionals who 

submitted Peer Reviewer Forms on IMLS website

Peer reviewers assess grant applications 

IMLS Director makes final award decisions 

Applicants receive anonymized comments and scores from peer reviewers 



Peer Review

Field Reviewers Panel Reviewers

Submit comments/scores independently

Discuss applications at panel review 

meeting before submitting 

comments/scores

Both Field and Panel Reviewers

Serve for a period of 3 to 6 weeks 

Review applications at home/work

Eligible to receive honoraria



Who can serve as a Reviewer?

Reviewers come from many backgrounds!

• Museum and library professionals

• Cultural institution experts

• Museum community engagement experts

• Conservators 

• Community-based archives

• Workforce development in libraries 

• Scholars and Researchers

• Previous IMLS grant awardees

• And more!



The Reviewer Experience 

• "I am grateful for the opportunity to be a peer reviewer. I gained so much beyond what I 

had hoped to gain, most valuable of which is a sense of the ground-breaking work that 

peers in the field are trying to accomplish. I remain amazed by the work that GLAM 

sector institutions are doing to benefit our country, and amazed by the work that IMLS 

staff conduct to make that work feasible. I am glad that I played a small role in this 

process and hope to participate again!"

• “I have been a reviewer for years and always highly recommend the experience to 

others!”

• "It is an incredibly valuable experience and has helped me grow as a professional. Your 

staff makes reviewers feel valued and the opportunity for meaningful dialogue with 

peers is incomparable to other networking/professional development experiences."



How to Apply

If you’re interested in becoming a peer reviewer…

• Submit your information and your resume 

online at: https://www.imls.gov/about/learn-

about-imls/peer-review

• Check out the IMLS grant programs on our 

website: https://www.imls.gov/grants/grant-

programs

Screenshot of Library Professional Form 

on IMLS website
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You've Applied! What Comes Next?

If there is a match between the grant applications received 

and your area of expertise, a staff member will contact you 

to confirm your availability and provide additional 

information about the review process.



Thank you!
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