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National Medal for Museum and Library Service
Sample E-Newsletter/E-Blast/Newsletter Article
**Written to appear after April 21 and before May 8** 


[Institution Name] To Receive Prestigious National Medal for Museum and Library Service


We are honored to share that [Institution Name]will receive the National Medal for Museum and Library Service at a celebration in Washington, D.C., on May 8. [Institution Name] is among 10 recipients of the National Medal, the nation’s highest honor given to museums and libraries, in recognition of service to the community and for making a difference in the lives of individuals, families, and communities.  

We’ve asked [Community Member Name] to travel with [Institution Director name] to the nation’s capital to accept the award on behalf of [Institution Name]. [Insert one or two sentences about how community member’s life has been changed]. [Names of additional people travelling to Washington] will also travel to Washington and attend the ceremony.

The National Medal recipients exemplify the nation’s great diversity of libraries and museums and hail from ten states. Winning institutions receive $5,000, national recognition, and a visit from StoryCorps, a nonprofit that will capture stories from our community and preserve them at the American Folklife Center at the Library of Congress.  A complete list of the winners can be found on the IMLS website at www.imls.gov/medals.
[bookmark: _GoBack]  “These National Medal recipients have demonstrated a genuine understanding of their communities and are committed to addressing community needs,” said Maura Marx, acting director of the Institute of Museum and Library Services. “IMLS believes museums and libraries are vital community anchors that enhance civic engagement, cultural and educational opportunities, and economic vitality. The remarkable community contributions these institutions have made are proof positive of this.
[insert quote from recipient]

[PENDING include mention of live stream/watch party details, if applicable]

We have been recognized for our programs such as [insert examples] that contribute positively to [insert town/city]. We are grateful for your support and are very much looking forward to sharing this honor with you when we return from Washington. 

About the Institute of Museum and Library Services 
The Institute of Museum and Library Services is the primary source of federal support for the nation’s 123,000 libraries and 35,000 museums. Our mission is to inspire libraries and museums to advance innovation, lifelong learning, and cultural and civic engagement. Our grant making, policy development, and research help libraries and museums deliver valuable services that make it possible for communities and individuals to thrive. To learn more, visit www.imls.gov and follow us on Facebook and Twitter. 
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A federal agency building the capacity of libraries and museums to create a nation of learners.




