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THE MEN WITH THE GUNS WAS ANOTHER FAVORITE ONE OF MINE. I JUST 
THOUGHT IT WAS COOL HOW THEY'RE POSING WITH THEIR GUNS. 
 
THIS IS FROM 1945. I JUST THOUGHT THAT WAS REALLY NEAT SEEING HOW 
EVERYTHING'S PROGRESSED SO MUCH. 
 
I WANT TO KNOW WHAT WAS HERE BEFORE ME. I LIKE KNOWING WHERE I LIVE, 
AND I LIKE TO BE PROUD OF IT. 
 
WE APPLIED FOR A MUSEUMS FOR AMERICA GRANT IN 2004 TO DEVELOP A 
COMPREHENSIVE DIGITAL HISTORY PROJECT FOR JOHNSON COUNTY, KANSAS. 
WE WERE INTERESTED IN EXPANDING PEOPLE'S UNDERSTANDING OF OUR 
COUNTY'S HISTORY, ITS INFLUENCES IN THE METROPOLITAN AND THE STATE OF 
KANSAS, AND SO WE DEVELOPED A PARTNERSHIP WITH THE JOHNSON COUNTY 
LIBRARY WITH, REALLY, THAT GOAL OF ESTABLISHING A COMPREHENSIVE 
RESOURCE, A ONE-STOP, ONLINE-ACCESSIBLE PLACE THAT THE COMMUNITY 
COULD GO AND DO RESEARCH AND ACCESS MATERIALS. WE HAVE DIGITIZED 
ABOUT 30,000 IMAGES FROM OUR COLLECTION THAT ARE ONLINE AT THE JOCO 
HISTORY SITE. 
 
MOST OF THE HISTORIC PICTURES CAME FROM DIFFERENT KINDS OF COUNTY 
REPORTS. THE AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT WOULD GO AND DO POULTRY FARM 
TOURS, AND SO THERE WERE PHOTOGRAPHS OF THESE LADIES OUT IN THEIR 
DRESSES LOOKING AT THESE BARNYARDS FULL OF CHICKENS. THERE WAS A 
MATTRESS PROGRAM THAT WAS INITIATED BY THE COUNTY IN THE LATE '30s, 
EARLY '40s, THE THINKING BEING THAT IF YOU HAVE A GOOD MATTRESS, 
YOU'RE GONNA GET BETTER SLEEP, SO YOU'RE GONNA BE MORE PRODUCTIVE. 
REALLY FASCINATING STUFF THAT WAS JUST TUCKED AWAY IN SOME OF THESE 
REPORTS. 
 
THE BIG DEAL ABOUT THIS TIME ALSO, REMEMBER, IS... 
 
THE MUSEUM IS A RELATIVELY SMALL ORGANIZATION. WE HAVE ABOUT 10 TO 
12 PEOPLE ON OUR STAFF. WE DON'T HAVE OUR OWN I.T. SUPPORT STAFF, FOR 
INSTANCE, AND SO THERE WERE SOME RESOURCES THAT WE REALLY NEEDED 
TO PARTNER TO MAKE HAPPEN SO THAT THIS PROJECT COULD MOVE FORWARD. 
WE HAVE A CLOSE RELATIONSHIP WITH THE JOHNSON COUNTY LIBRARY WHO 
HAS A VERY AGGRESSIVE ONLINE WEB PRESENCE ALREADY AND ASKED THEM 
IF THEY WOULD LIKE TO PARTNER. 
 



WE WERE REALLY LOOKING OUTWARD, TRYING TO SEE HOW THE LIBRARY 
COULD BE OF SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY. AND WE WERE CHANGING FROM 
AN ARCHIVE ORGANIZATION TO A MUCH MORE PROGRESSIVE, FORWARD-
THINKING LIBRARY. IT'S REALLY CREATING CONTENT IN THE COMMUNITY, AND 
THAT'S WHAT WE'RE AFTER. THE MUSEUM IS AFTER THAT. THE LIBRARY IS 
AFTER THAT. 
 
I LIKE HOW, ON THE WEBSITE, WHEN YOU CLICK ON THE PICTURE, YOU CAN 
ZOOM IN, OR YOU CAN MOVE AROUND THE PICTURE. 
 
YOU REALLY HAD TO THINK ABOUT HOW PEOPLE SEARCH AND THE DIFFERENT 
VARIETY OF USERS THAT ARE GONNA BE USING THIS DATABASE FOR 
DIFFERENT PURPOSES AND TRYING TO ADDRESS AS MANY OF THOSE AS 
POSSIBLE. 
 
THERE ARE MANY SMALL HISTORICAL SOCIETIES IN OUR COMMUNITY THAT 
HAVE VERY SMALL STAFF OR NO STAFF AT ALL. THEY MAY BE ALL VOLUNTEER, 
BUT THEY'VE GOT SOME REALLY RICH WONDERFUL COLLECTIONS. AND SO FOR 
INSTANCE, THE KANSAS SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF, WHICH IS LOCATED IN OLATHE, 
KANSAS, AND IS OUR COUNTY SEAT, THEY HAVE ABOUT 2,100 IMAGES ON THE 
SITE FROM THEIR HISTORY WHICH DATES BACK TO THE 1860s. 
 
WHEN WE WERE DEVELOPING THIS PROJECT, WEB 2.0 WAS THE BIG DEAL. AND I 
KNEW WE WANTED TO HAVE SOME SORT OF FEATURE THAT WOULD ALLOW 
PEOPLE TO PROVIDE THEIR OWN REACTION TO SOME OF THE CONTENT THAT 
WAS IN THE SITE. 
 
IT'S VERY COMPARABLE TO HAVING COMMUNITY CURATED EXHIBITIONS AND 
LOSING THAT CONTROL OR GIVING UP THAT CONTROL TO THE COMMUNITY TO 
CREATE CONTENT THAT IS IMPORTANT TO THEM. AND I THINK ULTIMATELY, IF 
WE'RE GONNA BE RELEVANT IN OUR COMMUNITIES, WE NEED TO BE DOING 
MORE OF THAT AS MUSEUMS. THAT IDEA OF REVISIONIST HISTORY IS, IN MANY 
WAYS, CONNECTED TO THIS IN TERMS OF, WHO'S COMMENTING ON THESE 
OBJECTS? WHO IS THE AUTHORITY? AND DO THEY HAVE A RIGHT TO TALK 
ABOUT THAT? 
 
WE ACTIVELY SOLICIT FEEDBACK ABOUT PHOTOS TO HELP US WITH NAMES, TO 
HELP US WITH PLACES, TO HELP US WITH TIME PERIODS. WE HAVE A 
PHOTOGRAPH HERE OF A LITTLE CORNER STORE, WHICH USED TO BE VERY 
COMMON. AND SOMEONE SENT IN THIS COMMENT. "MY FATHER AND HIS WIFE"-- 
AND HE NAMES THEM-- "OWNED AND OPERATED THIS STORE AS THE SOUTH 
RIDGE MARKET "FROM 1927 UNTIL CLOSING IT IN 1940. "THEY HAD A FULL LINE 
OF GROCERIES, VEGETABLES, "FRUITS, AND A BUTCHER SHOP. "HE MADE CHILI 
AND SOLD THAT IN THE MEAT COUNTER, "AND I STILL HAVE HIS RECIPE FOR 
THE CHILI, "BUT I CAN'T DECIPHER IT. "IT'S WRITTEN ON A TORN PIECE OF 
BROWN PAPER, "AND IT'S JUST NOTES TO HIMSELF. "HE CLOSED OUT THE STORE 



"WHEN HE HEARD THERE WAS TO BE A SUPERMARKET BUILT NEARBY. AND HE 
THOUGHT HE COULDN'T COMPETE WITH THE SUPERMARKETS." SOMETIMES A 
PHOTOGRAPH ON THE SITE WILL SORT OF CAUSE A TRIP DOWN MEMORY LANE 
FOR PEOPLE WHO VISIT, AND IF THEY SEE A PHOTOGRAPH, PARTICULARLY OF A 
RELATIVE OR A PLACE THAT WAS MEANINGFUL TO THEM, THEY'LL SORT OF 
FEEL MOVED TO CONTRIBUTE JUST A MEMORY. IT'S OKAY TO COME TO OUR 
SITE AND WALK DOWN MEMORY LANE, SIMPLY USE IT AS ENTERTAINMENT AND 
ENJOYMENT. IN THAT SENSE, IT REALLY FITS WITH THE MISSION OF BOTH THE 
MUSEUM AND THE JOHNSON COUNTY LIBRARY. 
 
EACH YEAR THAT THE SITE HAS BEEN UP, WE HAVE HAD ANYWHERE BETWEEN 
5 MILLION AND 8 MILLION DOWNLOADS. SO WE'RE CLEARLY REACHING OUR 
AUDIENCE AT A MUCH GREATER LEVEL THAN WE EVER DID BEFORE. 
 
I THINK THIS WEBSITE WILL LAST A LONG TIME. PEOPLE LATER ON WILL BE 
ABLE TO LOOK BACK AT PICTURES OF US AND THINK OF HOW MUCH DIFFERENT 
IT HAS CHANGED FROM THEN. 
 
AS A HISTORY TEACHER, IT'S INVALUABLE FOR ME. 
 
YOU CAN SEE HOW MUCH WE'VE CHANGED AND HOW MUCH--HOW MUCH 
SMARTER WE'RE GETTING AND, LIKE, LEARNING FROM THE MISTAKES OF THE 
PAST. 
 
IT'S THE CLOSEST TO TIME TRAVELING IN YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY THAT YOU 
CAN GET. 
 
IT REALLY DOES BECOME AN INTERESTING AND ENGAGING ONLINE CENTER 
FOR PEOPLE TO COME TOGETHER AND SHARE THOSE EXPERIENCES WITH EACH 
OTHER, WITH THEIR CHILDREN. THEY CAN SHOW THEIR CHILDREN, "THIS IS 
WHAT USED TO BE ON THIS CORNER," OR, "THIS IS WHAT IT LOOKED LIKE WHEN 
IT WAS FARMLAND AND NOT A SUBURBAN TRACT HOUSING DEVELOPMENT." 
 
THERE WERE A LOT OF CROSS-POLLINATION ACROSS BOTH STAFFS THAT 
REALLY ENABLED IT TO BE LARGER THAN ANY OF US EVER IMAGINED.  


