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USCIS

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services (USCIS) is the 
government agency that oversees 
lawful immigration to the United 
States.

USCIS maintains historical 
immigration and naturalization 
records created by the 
Immigration and Naturalization 
Service (INS), 1906-2003.



The USCIS Genealogy Program

The USCIS Genealogy Program is a fee-for-
service program that provides researchers 
with timely access to historical 
immigration and naturalization records 
(1906-1956) for deceased immigrants.

Make historical records more accessible to 
researchers

www.uscis.gov/genealogy



USCIS Genealogy Program 
Two Services:

Using information provided by the requester USCIS searches its 
historical Immigration and Naturalization indices for citations related to 
a specific immigrant. The results are returned to the requester along 
with information on to obtain a copy of the file. Fee: $65 (effective 12/23/16)

Index Search Request

Record Copy Request
Researchers with valid file numbers obtained through a USCIS 
Genealogy Index Search or through independent research may request 
copies of historical immigration and naturalization records included in 
the Genealogy Program. Fee: $65 (effective 12/23/16)



Primary Historical File Series



Privacy Restrictions

Subjects must be deceased or born more than 100 years ago.
Proof of death is required for subject born less than 100 years ago.



Image Quality

Some records exist as microfilm only. 
USCIS Genealogy will provide the best copy possible.



Image Quality

Paper-based records are scanned in full-color.



INDEX SEARCH 
USCIS Genealogy Index Search includes:

Naturalization Certificate Files (C-files), 
1906-1956

Alien Registration forms,1940-1944

Alien Files (A-files) numbered below 8 
million

Registry Files, 1929-1944

Visa Files, 1924-1944

INS Subject and Correspondence Files

More…



INDEX SEARCH 

The Index Search returns citations 
for files maintained by USCIS, the 
National Archives in Washington, 
DC, and National Archives regional 
facilities across the country.

One immigrant may have several 
INS files.



Visa Files, 
1924-1944
• Immigration Act of 1924

• On July 1, 1924 the visa became the 
official arrival records for US 
immigrants

• Immigrants Only (not students, 
tourists, etc.)

• Visa file number is not listed on the 
manifest

• Filed in A-files after April 1, 1944



Sara Freiman, Visa File



Sara Freiman, Visa File



Sara Freiman, Visa File



Alien Registration Forms (AR-2)
1940-1944

• Alien Registration Act of June 28, 1940

• All aliens aged 14 and older who 
planned to be in the country for 30 
days or longer

• Over 6 million aliens registered within 
6 months

• Form called for aliases, name changes

• Often the only INS record for an alien.



Alfred Hitchcock, AR-2 Form



Alfred Hitchcock, AR-2 Form



Naturalization Certificate Files
(C-Files), 1906-1956
• September 27, 1906 

• Basic Naturalization Act of 1906

• Photos only from 1929 and later

• Derivative Citizenship: records available 
only from USCIS

• INS Microfilmed most C-Files 1906-1956 
& destroyed the originals

• Filed in A-Files after April 1, 1956
Original Naturalization Certificate



Moses Lipovan, C-file

Declaration of Intention



Moses Lipovan, C-file

Petition for Naturalization



Moses Lipovan, C-file

Certificate of 
Naturalization



Registry Files, 1929-1944
• Registry Act of March 2, 1929

• Provided permanent resident status to aliens 
residing in the US for whom there was no record 
of admission for permanent residence

• First Congressionally authorized “legalization” 
program

• About 250,000 Registry records in Master Index

• Entries between 1906-1924

• Filed in A-files after April 1, 1944



Albert Scher, Registry File

Application for Registry



Albert Scher, Registry File

Address and 
Occupation 
Information



Albert Scher, Registry File
Supporting 
Documents



Albert Scher, Registry File

Testimony about arrival and residence in U.S.



Alien Files (A-files), 1944-1951

• A-File: One Immigrant = One File

• Series opened April 1, 1944

• Became the central file for all immigrants, April 1, 
1956 

• Files numbered below 8 million and documents 
therein dated prior to May 1, 1951 available 
through the USCIS Genealogy Program



Sally Feder, A-file

Coversheet showing consolidation –

130 pages in file



Sally Feder, A-file

Investigation of arrival at Ellis Island



Sally Feder, A-file

Visa and supporting documents



Sally Feder, A-file

Enemy Alien Registration



Sally Feder, A-file

Alien Address Report Cards



Primary Historical File Series



Should I make an Index Search Request?

Do you have a file number?

No – You need an Index Search 

Yes – You may request the file directly with a 
Request.

*if you would like to know if additional files exist you may wish 
to submit an index request

For information on valid file numbers see www.uscis.gov/genealogy



Requesting an Index Search
Name: Required to search the index.  In addition to the primary name, provide any known 

alias, alternate spelling, maiden name, nickname, etc. 

Date of Birth: Required to search the index.  Provide at least a year, and indicate if it is an 
approximation. 

Country of 
Birth: 

Required to search the index.  Provide at least the country.  If old country 
boundaries changed, provide alternate country names.  Province, town or village 
name may be useful. 

Arrival 
Information: 

Helpful when searching for Visa Files and Alien Registration Records.  Provide at 
least a year, and indicate if it is an approximation. 

Naturalization 
Information: 

Helpful in identifying C-Files.  If known, provide the court name and date of 
naturalization.   

Additional 
Information: 

Additional information may be helpful depending on the date and type of record.  
Among useful facts are names of parents and children, marriage date, military 
service, or dates and places of residence in the U.S.  For example, several Jacob 
Cohens born 1882 may have naturalized in 1912.  Was yours the one who lived in 
New York City, in Boston, or in Denver? 

 



How to Make a Request
Order an Index Search or Records 
Request online at
www.uscis.gov/genealogy.

Paper forms available from 
www.uscis.gov/forms. 

G1041 – Index Search Request 

G1041a – Record Copy Request



Contact Information

Web: 

www.uscis.gov/genealogy

Email: 
genealogy.uscis@uscis.dhs.gov

Sign-up for email updates

Monthly Webinars



About this Presentation
Authors: USCIS History Office

Date of last revision: December 14, 2016

This presentation is valid as of the date of the last revision.

This presentation contains no sensitive Personally Identifiable 
Information (PII).



Use of File Screenshots

All of the images used in this presentation meet USCIS privacy 
restriction standards. The subject of each file is deceased and 
any identifying information related to third parties born less 
than 100 years ago has been removed.



Disclaimer
This presentation is not intended to, does not, and may not be 
relied upon to create or confer any right(s) or benefit(s), 
substantive or procedural, enforceable at law by any individual 
or other party in benefit applications before USCIS, in removal 
proceedings, in litigation with the United States, or in any other 
form or manner. This presentation does not have the force of 
law, or of a DHS directive.



This presentation may not be reproduced or further 
disseminated without the express written consent of USCIS.  

Dissemination


