
 
 
 
 

Inspire! Grants for Small Museums 
 

Sample Application IGSM-251891-OMS-22 
Project Category: Institutional Capacity 

 
 

Erie Canal Museum 
 
 

Amount awarded by IMLS:  $50,000 
Amount of cost share:  $4,239 

 
 
 

  The Erie Canal Museum will develop a new interpretive plan as part of a larger effort to tell a more 
inclusive Erie Canal story. Project activities will include assessing the current plan to identify 

successes and shortcomings through visitor surveys. The project team will consult with a content 
developer and exhibit designer to develop a narrative and floor plan for new exhibits that advance 

the new interpretation. The museum’s advisors and community partners will review the plan, and the 
final version will reflect their feedback. The project will position the museum to expand its 

interpretation to include more social history as well as being more welcoming for marginalized 
populations and for children and families in preparation for the bicentennial commemoration of the 

Erie Canal between 2017 and 2025. 
 
 
 

Attached are the following components excerpted from the original application. 
 

 Narrative 
 Schedule of Completion 

 
 
 
 
When preparing an application for the next deadline, be sure to follow the instructions in the most 
recent Notice of Funding Opportunity for the grant program to which you are applying.
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