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The Northern Illinois University, University Libraries in partnership with Northeastern Illinois 
University Libraries, and the Library at Harry S Truman College, one of the City Colleges of Chicago, 
will perform research to adapt, deploy, and disseminate ethnographic research tools to investigate 
undergraduate and community college student research processes at public higher education 
institutions. This project is based on updating tools originally developed through the Ethnographic 
Research in Illinois Academic Libraries project. Over four phases—adaptation of protocols, piloting 
instruments, deployment across three sites, and analysis and dissemination—the team will recruit 
participants to support two complementary methods: Research Process/Ethnographic Interviews and 
Photo Journals/Mapping Diaries. Data collection will capture both observed behaviors and reflective 
mapping of student research activities. 
 

 
Attached are the following components excerpted from the original application. 

 
 Narrative 
 Schedule of completion 

 
 
When preparing an application for the next deadline, be sure to follow the instructions in the most 
recent Notice of Funding Opportunity for the grant program to which you are applying. 























   
 

Page 1 of 2 
Northern Illinois University 
Evolving Student Research 

 

Schedule of Completion 
Year one 
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Phase 1: Adapt Ethnography Protocols and Instruments, Pilot Instruments (Sept.-Dec. 2026) 
Refine instruments             
Consult project anthropologists: instruments and data analysis             
Meet with Advisory board: review instruments             
IRB applications             
Recruit student participants             
Pilot each research instrument and revise             
Consult project anthropologists: pilot instruments             
Phase 2: Deploy instruments, collect data (Jan.-May 2027) 
Conduct Research Process/Ethnographic Interviews at 3 study sites             

Consult project anthropologists: data collection             
Conduct Photo Journals at 3 study sites             
Interview transcription via GMR Transcription Service             
Phase 3: Analyze Results (Jun.-Dec. 2027) 
Consult with project anthropologists: coding method             
Data coding for Research Process/Ethnographic Interviews (NVivo)             
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Year two 
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Phase 3: Analyze Results (Jun.-Dec. 2027) 
Consult with project anthropologists: coding method             
Data coding for Research Process/Ethnographic Interviews (NVivo)             
Data coding for Photo Journals (NVivo)             
Phase 4: Disseminate Tools and Research (Jan.-Aug. 2028) 
Theme development/thematic analysis             
Consult with project anthropologists: findings              
Refine research instruments             
Meet with Advisory Board: findings             
Create project website             
Draft article for submission to an open access journal              
Present webinar on project findings             

Present at national conferences 
Apply 
ACRL 
(Jun) 

Apply  
ALA     

Apply  
LAC  

Present 
ACRL  

Present 
ALA  
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