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Title: META 2: Furthering Our Understanding of Economic Value of Public Library Services 

Brief Description: The University of South Carolina (USC) School of Library and Information 
Science will combine the $277,736 requested in this proposal with a cost share of $73,086 to 
further our understanding of the contributions public libraries make to the prosperity of the 
communities they serve and the new types of value created as public libraries realize their 
potential as vital, energizing community anchors. 

Statement of Need:  
Recent statistics indicate that the USC web site that houses META1 Assessing the Value of 
Public Library Services: A Review of the Literature and Meta-analysis (Grant #: RE-04-08-0047) 
(http://www.libsci.sc.edu/metaweb/ValuingPublicLibraries_FinalReport.pdf) was accessed over 
5,000 times during the previous year. The information found there continues to be of broad 
and international interest. However, it now falls short on several fronts. Most importantly, it 
fails to take into account the transformations that are reshaping public library services and 
sheds little light upon the types of value created when these institutions realize their potential 
as vital, energizing community anchors. Renewed attention to systematically analyzing and 
consolidating recent findings is also needed if progress toward the comprehensive assessments 
required to produce reliable and generalizable value estimates is to be maintained.  

Project Design and Proposed Work Plan 
The proposed META2 research project will slightly rephrase the research questions posed 
and answered in META1 as follows: 1) Is there new, reliable, and mounting evidence that 
public libraries contribute to the economic prosperity of the communities they serve?, and 
2) How might these benefits be accurately characterized and communicated? During the
first year, the project team will assemble a comprehensive collection of current 
empirical studies that report economic benefit measures.  These data, as well as 
contextual variables, will be integrated and analyzed to determine whether, taken 
together, they provide convincing evidence of public library economic value. During 
the second year the team will turn its attention to the most recent Public Library Survey data 
and apply statistical meta-analysis methodology to determine whether the Survey data 
continues to provide mounting and generalizable evidence of public library economic value. 
Also during the second year, META1 will be expanded to include a new phase 3, which will 
explore and demonstrate new approaches to valuation, such as asset accumulation.  

Diversity, Goals and Outcomes 
The University of South Carolina, our leaders, and our campus community are actively engaged 
in efforts that enrich the lives of our students, faculty, and staff through a commitment to an 
environment favored with the riches created by a diverse community.  This research project is 
mindful of this commitment and will ensure that those who staff and work with this project will 
provide diverse perspectives. Project results will also be of particular value to small and rural 
libraries serving remote, diverse populations as those libraries are less likely to be able to 
devote scarce resources to research or economic analysis.  Project goals and outcomes include: 
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 Improved decision-making based on enriched, objective evidence of the 
value created when public libraries act as strong community anchors that 
promote economic vitality as well as civic and cultural opportunities; 

 More complete and accurate characterizations of public library 
experiences using an expanded set of  tools and reliable metrics;  

 Increased national interest in the relationship between public library 
services and community economic development. 

 
Personnel and Budget  
Dr. Jennifer Weil Arns, the project PI, will coordinate the overall management of the project, 
preparation of the final report, and make all personnel and budget decisions. Her 25% release 
time will be used for these purposes. Before accepting academic appointments, Dr. Arns 
received advanced training in research and evaluation methods and managed national public 
policy assignments. Dr. Clayton Copeland, Co-PI, will provide ongoing supervision of the student 
assistants. The Master’s student will be primarily responsible for assembling the economic 
report data and updating the current META website. The Doctoral Student will perform all 
statistical analysis and assist with final report preparation. Annual salaries appear below: 

Position Method of Cost Calculation $ Grant 
Funds 

$ Cost 
Sharing 

$ Total 

PI Jennifer W. Arns 25% of annual  salary 9,375.00 9,375.00 18,750.00 

Co-PI Clayton Copeland 25% of annual salary 7,500.00 7,500.00 15,000.00 

Doctoral Graduate Asst. 40 wks.@ 20 hours wk. @ $20.00  16,000.00   16,000.00 

Master's Graduate Asst. 40 wks.@ 15 hours wk. @ $15.00  9,000.00   9,000.00 

Total  41,875.00 16,875.00 16,875.00 

Two consultants will provide 6 days of assistance each year at a cost of $500.00 per day. The 
first, a faculty member from the USC Darla Moore School of business, will assist with updating 
the USC META1 economic valuation algorithm. The second will assist with preparation of the 
final report and other forms of public information materials. Software to assist with analysis will 
be licensed annually for $1,680. Annual tuition support and total grant expenditures follow: 

 

Student Support Basis/Method of Cost Computation  
$ Grant 
Funds 

$ Cost 
Sharing 

$ Total 

Master's Graduate Asst. Tuition: 2 semesters @ $6,627 each 13,254.00 0.00 13,254.00 

Doctoral Graduate Asst. Tuition: 2 semesters @ $6,627 each 13,254.00 0.00 13,254.00 

 
Total 26,508.00 0.00 26,508.00 

 

Total Grant Expenditures $ Grant 
Funds 

$ Cost 
Sharing 

$ Total 

PROJECT COST TOTALS (Direct and Indirect for Budget Period)  204,650 73,086 277,736 

PROJECT COST TOTALS (Excluding Student Support) 101,448 73,086 174,534 
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2. Organizational Financial Information

material weakness

yes

OMB Control #: 3137-0092, Expiration date: 7/31/2018 OMB-CLR-F-0031

2017 $1,296,521,453 $1,272,927,517 $23,593,936

2016 $1,236,543,468 $1,190,427,388 $46,116,080

2015 $1,224,836,380 $1,150,063,761 $74,772,619
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5. Funding Request
$277,736 $73,086
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