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Community Catalyst Resource List
Examples of Theoretical Approaches

The following citations are presented as a non-exhaustive list of examples of these approaches that can support your work as a Community
Catalyst. Note that these resources as intended to be illustrative only, are not prescriptive, and do not imply endorsement of any particular
resource or approach.

Bergstrom, Arno, et. al. “Collaboration Framework: Addressing Community Capacity.” National
Network for Collaboration. Accessed December 12, 2017.
http://www.uvm.edu/crs/nnco/collab/framework.html

Bloom, Paul N., and J. Gregory Dees. “Cultivate Your Ecosystem.” Stanford Social Innovation Review
Fall 2008. https://ssir.org/articles/entry/cultivate your ecosystem

Brady, Sheri, and Juster, Jennifer Splansky. "How Do You Successfully Put Collective Impact
into Action?” Accessed December 13, 2017. https://www.fsg.org/blog/how-do-you-
successfully-put-collective-impact-action

Burns, Janice C., Dagmar Pudrzynska Paul, and Silvia R. Paz. "Participatory Asset Mapping Toolkit: A
Community Research Lab Toolkit.” Community Science. April 2012.
http://www.communityscience.com/knowledge4equity/AssetMappingToolkit.pdf

“Community Commons: Data, Tools and Stories to Improve Communities and Inspire Change.”
Accessed November 9, 2016. http://www.communitycommons.org

“Community Tool Box: A Model for Getting Started.” University of Kansas. See resources under the
Assess and Plan sections. Accessed November 8, 2016. http://ctb.ku.edu/en/get-started

“Community Visioning Handbook: How to Imagine—and Create—a Better Future.” Maine State
Planning Office. 2003. https://www1.maine.gov/dacf/municipalplanning/docs/visioning.pdf

“Conducting a Community Assessment.” Strengthening Nonprofits: A Capacity Builder's Resource
Library. National Resource Center. 2010.
http://strengtheningnonprofits.org/resources/guidebooks/Community Assessment.pdf

Edmondson, Jeff, and Ben Hecht. “Defining Quality Collective Impact.” Stanford Social Innovation
Review Fall 2014. https://ssir.org/articles/entry/defining quality collective impact

Falkenburger, Elsa. “Data Walks: Getting Data Into the Community’s Hands.” Urban Institute: Urban
Wire, November 18, 2015. Accessed November 9, 2016. http://www.urban.org/urban-wire/data-
walks- getting-data-communitys-hands

Gase, Lauren. "When Collective Impact Has an Impact: A Cross-Site Study of 25 Collective Impact
Initiatives.” Spark Policy Institute. March 1, 2018. http://sparkpolicy.com/collective-impact-impact-
cross-site-study-25-collective-impact-initiatives

"Getting Your Data: Community Visioning.” Community Development Project: Research for
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Organizing website. Accessed November 9, 2016.
http://www.researchfororganizing.org/index.php?page=community-visioning

Hardy, Max. “Reflections on the IAP2 Public Participation Spectrum.” Max Hardy Consulting Blog
January 19, 2015. http://www.maxhardy.com.au/reflections-on-the-iap2-spectrum/

Hussein, Taz, Matt Plummer, and Bill Breen. "How Field Catalysts Galvanize Social Change.” Stanford
Social Innovation Review. February 15, 2018. https://socialinnovationexchange.org/insights/how-
field-catalysts-galvanise-social-change

“IAP2 Public Participation Spectrum.” International Association for Public Participation. 2014.
https://c.ymcdn.com/sites/www.iap2.org/resource/resmgr/foundations course/IAP2 P2 Spectrum FI

NAL.pdf

Irby, Merita, and Patrick Boyle. "Aligning Collective Impact Initiatives.” Stanford Social Innovation
Review Fall 2014. https://ssir.org/articles/entry/aligning collective impact initiatives

Kania, John, and Mark Kramer. “Collective Impact.” Stanford Social Innovation Review Winter 2011.
https://ssir.org/articles/entry/collective_impact

Knight Foundation. “Soul of the Community: Overall Findings 2010.” Accessed November 8,
2016. http://www.knightfoundation.org/sotc/overall-findings/

Lachapelle, Paul, Eric Austin, and Daniel Clark. “Community Strategic Visioning as a Method to
Define and Address Poverty: An Analysis From Select Rural Montana Communities.” Journal of
Extension 48, no. 1. February 2010. https://joe.org/joe/2010february/al.php

Leekha, Gagan. "Supporting Innovation with Developmental Evaluation - a Conversation with
Natasha Blanchet-Cohen.” Accessed December 13, 2017.
http://bchealthycommunities.ca/news_item/870/view

Lipcsei, Ryan, Brittany Bruce, and Tara Vinodrai. “Evolving the Competitive Edge: Rural Community
Engagement: A report prepared by the Economic Developers Council of Ontario.” Tamarack
Institute Publication. March 2015. http://www.tamarackcommunity.ca/library/evolving-the-
competitive-edge- rural-community-engagement

Read, Anna. “Asset-Based Economic Development: Building Sustainable Small and Rural
Communities Part 2: Natural Resources and Amenities.” International City/County Management
Association.

Accessed December 12, 2017. https://www.nado.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/Asset-
Based- Economic-Development-Part-2.pdf

Ryan, Mary Jean. “Power Dynamics in Collective Impact.” Stanford Social Innovation Review Fall
2014. https://ssir.org/articles/entry/power dynamics in collective impact

Schuchter, Joseph, and Douglas P. Jutte. “A Framework to Extend Community Development
Measurement to Health and Well-Being.” Health Affairs 33, no. 11 (2014): 1930-1938.
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/33/11/1930.full.pdf

Stern, Mark J., and Susan C. Seifert. “Cultural Ecology, Neighborhood Vitality, and Social Wellbeing:
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A Philadelphia Project.” Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania, Social Impact of the Arts Project.
2013. https://www.arts.gov/exploring-our-town/sites/arts.gov.exploring-our-
town/files/SIAP%20CULTUREBLOCKS%20REPORT%20DEC2013%20V 1.pdf

“Strengthening Networks, Sparking Change: Museums and Libraries as Community Catalysts.”
Institute of Museum and Library Services and Reinvestment Fund. January 2017.
https://www.imls.gov/publications/strengthening-networks-sparking-change-museums-and-
libraries-community-catalysts

“Top 100 Partners Exercise.” Tamarack Institute. Accessed November 8, 2016.
http://www.tamarackcommunity.ca/library/top-100-partners-exercise

Weaver, Liz. “Building Collaborative Readiness: Mapping Community Resources.” Tamarack
Institute. February 16, 2018. http://www.tamarackcommunity.ca/latest/building-collaborative-
readiness-mapping-community-resources

Williams, Junious, and Sarah Marxer. “Equity and Collective Impact: Grassroots Organizations and
Backbone as a Bridge.” Living Cities. April 22, 2015. https://www.livingcities.org/blog/820-equity-
and-collective-impact-grassroots-organizations-and-backbone-as-a-bridge
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